
     Palm Breeze Charters are offering a whole new level of luxury and 
excitement when it comes to enjoying the beautiful waters around 
Marco Island.
     Captains Melissa and Bill Carlson say they are in the “have fun 
business” and their main aim is to provide their guests with the expe-
rience of a lifetime on every trip.  Whether you book an exhilarating 
charter on their 35 ft sleek and powerful Cigarette Boat or their very 
stable and luxuriously appointed pontoon boat, you and up to fi ve 
others, are in for fi ve star treatment “Four Seasons Hotel” style.
      From the moment you step on board you’ll be pampered... ice cold 
soft drinks (if you’d like something stronger you’re welcome to bring 
your own) and delicious hors d’ouevres; fl uffy towels and sunscreen; 
beach chairs and sand toys for the kids... they’re all provided.
      Where you go and what you do is completely up to you.  Ideas for 
trips include a two hour tour around the island, stopping off along the way 
to wander deserted beaches and collect incredible shells.  And incidentally, 
Melissa tells me that the local dolphins love the deep sound of their 
engines and often jump in their wake, so don’t forget to watch for that.  



     Or perhaps you’d prefer a sightseeing tour around 
Naples’ Gulf-front mansions and maybe lunch 
or dinner at a restaurant before arriving back on 
Marco to catch an amazing Gulf sunset.  You could 
even take a trip up to Fort Myers Beach or Captiva 
Island.... the Cigarette boat is so fast you’ll be there 
before you know it.     
     And just imagine the street cred you could earn 
arriving somewhere like the Esplanade for happy 
hour or Stan’s for lunch on Sunday in a softly purr-
ing Cigarette boat... you’d be the talk of the town! 
     Melissa and Bill have both been around boats all 
their lives and they know the local waters like their 
own backyard... which, at the speeds the Cigarette 
boat can achieve, is good to know.  
     I was lucky enough to take a trip with them re-
cently and what a ride it was!  I felt completely safe
and comfortable the whole time but thrilling does 
not come close to describing the feeling of cutting 
through the sparkling waters of the Gulf at such 
high speed.  The low throb of those powerful engines 
(quieter than you’d expect but like a cross between 
a Formula One car and a growling lion), the rush 
of the wind through my hair and the surprisingly 
smooth ride were an unforgettable combination.  
The Cigarette boat takes a chop very well and, of 
course, there’s always the option of keeping to the 
backwaters if it does get a little rough out there, so 
they are ready to go whatever the weather.
     So why not treat yourself, friends or family to a 
little Miami cool by taking a trip with Palm Breeze 
Charters?  They will leave from Cedar Bay Marina at 
your convenience and you can call them at 239-
206-0909 for more information.        


